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A bronze statue of a couple sitting on a park bench in the Public Gardens created in 


the 18th Century by Florence Trevelyan. Before being given to the City in 1922, the 
Public Gardens were the private garden of the residence of an English noblewoman 


who lived in Taormina at the end of the nineteenth century and married the mayor of 
the city.. Lady Florence Trevelyan had the park built as an English garden full of 


plants and flowers of different species and from all over the world. 
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A long-planned break finally became reality and we were delighted that all plans made in the UK seemed to 
work when we flew into Sicily. Once again, with the great tireless help of Mike at Scott's Travel, the pieces came 
together. We had decided, as always, to do it ‘our way’ and we planned five three-night stops at different loca- 
tions around the island using the Trenitalia train timetable to provide us with the transportation links between 
the cities/towns. We then, with Mike’s invaluable help, decided on the hotels where we would stay in each loca- 
tion. | worked out our itinerary with train times and walking maps from the stations to each hotel. The fares 
were very reasonable and the trains were mostly quite punctual. Journeys were mostly 1-2 hours except one 
longer journey, involving three trains where the first was delayed by ten minutes causing a mad dash to catch 
the next one which left immediately as we boarded. We travel light with just two small cases plus the backpack 
meaning we could easily get from each station to each hotel. However we forgot the Google maps did not indi- 
cate the fact that sometimes the hotels were high above the road and in two cases locals felt sorry for us and 
offered us a much welcomed lift. 


Our overall personal impression of Sicily is of a fascinating island steeped in history with lots to see. Many, many 
churches (over 500 in Palermo alone and Trip Advisor has details of 138 ) most of which are fantastically ornate. 
Lots of evident poverty outside the touristy areas and many ruined palaces and houses that would have been 
revered elsewhere. The countryside was not as pretty as other parts of Italy , such as Tuscany and Umbria. We 
found that many staff in tourist locations and station booking offices were not over-friendly but in contrast , 
many of the hotel staff were exceptionally helpful and left a lasting impression. 


| hope the following pictures give a good overall indication of what we enjoyed and choosing five different styles 
of hotels meant we never knew what awaited us at our next stop. 


It was very hot...over 30 degrees and we often seemed to pick the hottest time of day to walk around the nar- 
row streets, hunting out the shady side. 


Other than an Etna tour, which was almost impossible, for safety reasons, to do unescorted, we researched all 
the places we wanted to see and walked or took local buses etc. Etna, itself, was fascinating and we were glad 
the small minibus and guide provided us with transport and information. Also we visited alone to a small family- 
owned palace (which is detailed later ). 


Food...Wow....No one ignores Sicilian food and even the most jaded palette can not leave without enjoying the 
delights of the great street food . Granitas, fresh fish, arancini, pizzas...so much on offer and the Sicilians are jus- 
tifiably proud of their culinary offerings reflecting influences from many countries over the years. 


We met great people en route and despite missing the Platinum Jubilee celebrations back home we were lucky 
that we also missed airport chaos while we were away (due, apparently) to staff shortages as a result of covid — 
related prior dismissals. The weather was also very bad while we were away so maybe that was also lucky for us 
(for a change). 


Finally, | have not followed my usual style of sequential Photo History volumes as it seemed more sensible to 
keep all these Sicily shots in one volume. It now remains to narrow the 1557 pictures | took into just some | can 
use in this book. Lynn is my best assistant here, preventing me from printing every shot | love as | am totally una- 
ble to chose alone and end up printing them all...and boring the pants off anyone deigning to look at this volume 
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Our Sicily itinerary 
(1)We flew into Catania and 
(4) After 3 nights in Taormina we took the train to Cefalu then took the train to Siracusa 


(5) After 3 nights in Cefalu we took our last train journey to Palermo 


(2) After 4 nights we returned to Catania where we stayed for 3 nights 


(3) We then 
made a four 


(6) We stayed in Palermo for another howiteain 


3 nights and then flew home journey from 
Siracusa to 


Taormina 


Some people take photos of churches etc..i found each city we visited had its own man-hole covers 
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There were lots of cats roaming 
around but the Sicilians are fond of 


them and this is typical, with ‘cat 


shelters’ and fresh food daily 


Lots of wild local flowers and 
bushes that were very colourful 
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The owner and daugh- 
ter of the wonderful 
fish restaurant we 
found hidden away in 
a narrow street 


This is the fish 
platter for one...It 
was wonderfully 

fresh and well 

cooked (The in- 
sert shows the 
‘after’) 


We said “ no 
we couldn’t 
possibly man- 


age a dessert “ 


and then 
these came 
out...and yes, 
somehow we 

managed 
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| love textures and shapes and the 
Sicilian doors, balconies, churches, 
narrow hidden alleys are a photog- 
rapher's delight so apologies if 
there are too many.... 
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Early evening, 
just before the 
streets get 
crowded is a 
great time to 
wander 
around. It is 
cooler and 
there is music 
playing and 
you can even 
get a seat in 
one of the 
many wonder- 
ful outside 
cafes, bars and 
restaurants 
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My initial planning seemed doomed because on arriving at Catayna airport there were no exit signs anywhere to the station. 
We hunted around and decided to get the hot crowded local bus and took a chance exiting after a fair distance at what looked 
like a station. We bought tickets to Siracusa and were astounded to pass a stop ‘Catayna Aerport’ We still don’t understand 
where it was in relation to the airport itself. When we arrived the route map | had prepared took us 15 minutes walk straight 
to the hotel . However for some unknown reason there were no hotel signs on the exterior of this magnificent building which 
was Originally the Post Office and had been beautifully renovated. Our welcome was so friendly with fresh iced juice in the 
open bar/reception area.. A great start 


The Ortea Palace was just across the bridge 


in Ortigia which is the old part of Siracusa 
and was fascinating. Narrow streets great / 
cafes and restaurants, a small but lively 
street market and as it was a peninsular the 
sea surrounded it. 


The churches and markets are a 
photographers’ delight...Even 

the cat under the cutting table 

was poised for action 
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Markets make happy faces... 
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The promenade 
area has been 
renovated and is 
now a great place 
to walk along at 
night with these 


wonderful old 
trees standing 


majestically along 


the seafront 


Photo History oS At home we often walk around familiar places without looking up 


but when we are away | often see these special local features 


Ornate balconies and 
balcony supports are a 
very typical Sicilian sight 
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These two colourful yet unattended amusements contrasting 


with the dark night seemed really evocative and | love them 
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This old fort—The Castello Maniace .is 
situated at the far point of the Ortygia is- 


land promontory, where it was constructed 
between 1232 and 1240 


We walked around the coast here every day and 
always found a new experience but the swim- 
ming platform was a real find 


On our walk we looked longingly down at this cordoned-off bathing platform 


Photo History which seemed to have been discovered by other keen swimmers. The next day 


we ventured down and | totally enjoyed the refreshing start to the day 


We met Mike and Caroline Becker 
from Seattle and swam with them 
for the next days and we all really 
enjoyed the clear wonderful wa- 
ter and location 


This old ornamental lake was home to wildfowl and was a popular attraction 


The black sailing boat inspecting the newly arrived cruise ship 
was an interesting contrast 


This sunken boat below the bridge fascinated us 
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We often stopped for a refreshing 
drink and this tomato-topped 
crostini was a real favourite 
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Returning to Catanya we sought out the fish market ...to 
Lynn’s delight (not!) but | found it fascinating. Once the 
selling is over, small restaurants appear and obviously 
‘the catch of the day’ is a perfect lunch 
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“You wouldn’t 


smile either if 


you had to sell 
garlics all day!” 
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The wonderful fish market at Catania 
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When people are pre-occupied in working they make 


great subjects ..like this man barbecuing artichokes 


Fish stall to the left and pop-up fish restaurants 


on the street. A foodies delight 
Photo History 
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Catch of the day 
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Home-made wholemeal stuffed pasta 


‘Momma Etna’ ,as Mount Etna is locally called, dominates the Sicilian 
landscape and covers 600 square miles. It is over 3000 metres and still 
growing. It is very active and we visited it with a few others in a mini- 
bus as it is both dangerous and very difficult to do alone 


Very attractive vine- 


yard we visited on the 


return from Etna 


We left Catania after an enjoyable three days and 
found the train booking office wasn’t open on Sun- 
days and there was a very restricted service but 
our three trains were on time and we arrived in 
+ Taormina after an interesting 4 hour journey. Once 
; again, we had failed to realise that the hotel walk 
) was not 1.5km level but over 3km on hairpin steep 
’ roads. Again we were driven to the hotel by locals 
| (maybe being old-looking has its advantages!) 
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This view from the hotel ter- 


race shows how far down 

the station is...and we Teta) soe 
. Sep, Jauming) 

attempted to walk up with 

two cases and a_ back- 

pack!!..lunatics! Etna smoking 


in the distance 


Our hotel was set into the side of the steep 
cliff with beautiful gardens and steps eve- 
rywhere. (113 to the pool). It was very 
beautiful but faded glory and staff left a bit 
to be desired, but there were fantastic gar- 


dens next to the hotel with fascinating fol- 
lies. Taormina itself was a short walk away 
and despite being touristy was beautiful 


The villa was originally settled by , a Scottish noblewoman who left their country after having had an 


affair with the heir to the throne. She arrived in Taormina in 1884 Lady Trevelyan married the mayor prof. Salvatore Caccio- 
la.When Florence Trevelyan transformed the fields into the park she designed a group of building, realized with stones, wood 
and bricks, called “the beehives” or Victorian follies. Their characteristic appearance, is an odd mix of different architectural 
styles, combining the Gothic, Romanesque, and Rococo style with the concept of the Oriental pagoda. These open buildings 
were created as a decoration to enhance the aesthetical value of the park, and were used by Florence to sit, enjoy reading 
and probably host special guests The garden becomes the property of the town since 1922 . The paths are nestled among 


magnolias, hibiscus and bougainvillea bushes perfectly groomed. 
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This shop sold only white garments and looked 


Photo History striking against the dark street outside 
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At the end of the busy pedestri- 
anised narrow road was a large 
piazza with restaurants, church- 
es and lots of people . It was 
high up and overlooked the sea 
with Etna in the distance 


Walking along Corso Umberto in 
Taormina at night was great fun 
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Everyone gathered here and marvelled at the view and atmosphere. Children played on the shiny tiled floor and 


Etna could clearly be seen in the distance with hot red lava trails slowly exuding from the summit 
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..not sure if mum and dad will be happy with the final result. 


..yes, the gelato 


Photo History 
were delicious 
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In the hills above Taormina is the hilltop village of Castelmolar-which is a 
real genuine natural terrace built on the ruins of a Norman castle that, over time 
has assumed a concave and smooth shape. We took the local bus up and Lynn 


enjoyed some local almond liqueur wine 


ynn and wondered 
ow the old folk get 
ground this hilltop vil- 
age as it consists of 
tiny narrow streets and 
’ steps everywhere. 


It was proclaimed to be one of the prettiest settings 


in Sicily although we had our own favourites 
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The people of Catania know the Bellini garden simply with the name of 
"to villa” And is known for being the most beautiful of the four historic 
gardens in the city. It is a place of relaxation, recreation, where it is possi- 
ble to go for walks and there are flower beds and squares fountains and 
shaded avenues. The Bellini Garden was delivered to the city in 1883, is 
located in the center of Catania and extends over an area of 


approximately 72 thousand square meters. 


SSS 


fa Arancini, rice balls stuffed with sauce and peas, are one of the best-loved Sicilian 
snacks and street foods. The filling in this recipe is one of the most classic—a meat 

ragu, green peas, and melty mozzarella. The rice is scented with saffron and the 
\ rice balls are rolled in breadcrumbs before frying them into croquettes. Usually, 
43 they're made with caciocavallo cheese, 
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Leaving Taormina we took the train to Cefalu which is only approx. 1 
hour from Palermo and as it has a great beach is really popular 


The beach area continues into the old town which you can see in 
this picture. Both are really packed but fascinating 


Our hotel had a fantastic pool which we enjoyed 


ss Tagliata is the Italian term for sliced steak, 
coming from the verb tagliare . | ordered it 
by mistake for Lynn who was really looking 


forward to tagliatelle (but it was wonderful) 
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Five hotels...10 trains , 10 walks from stations to 
hotels (ana back). This ts the reminder of all those 
steps ...lout we still wouldw't alo it any other wa y- 
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Manhole covers and interesting doorways...maybe my 
photos aren’t your usual ‘holiday snaps’ 
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